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PREGNANCIES

(taken from Alberta Health & Wellness; Alberta Reproductive Health: Pregnancies And Births Report 2002 www.health.gov.ab.ca) 

Reproductive Care Services

Induced Abortions

Definitions

• Induced abortion: Intentional premature expulsion from the uterus of the

products of conception – of the embryo, or of a nonviable fetus (Dorland,

2000). Also commonly referred to as therapeutic abortion.

• Induced abortion rate: Number of induced abortions per 1,000 women

aged 15-49, or per 100 estimated pregnancies.

• Age-specific induced abortion rate: Number of induced abortions per

1,000 women in a given age group.

Background

• Induced abortions came under the control of the Criminal Code in a in

1969. Private clinics became legal in 1988 after a Supreme Court decision

struck down the 1969 law (Wadhera & Millar, 1996).

• Private abortion clinics opened in Alberta in 1991. In 1996, private abortion

clinics became fully funded by RHAs.

• In Canada in 1999, there were 15.5 abortions for every 1,000 women aged

15 to 44 (Statistics Canada, 2002a); the Alberta rate for women aged 15 to

44 in 1999 was 14.8.

• One-third of induced abortions in Canada in 1999 occurred in clinics

(Statistics Canada, 2002a); 41.9% of induced abortions in Alberta

occurred in clinics in 1999.

Data Sources

• Hospital induced abortions: Fee-for-Service Claims Files, Alberta Health

and Wellness

• Clinic induced abortions: Clinic Files, Alberta Health and Wellness

• Regional comparisons are provided from both facility and residence

perspectives. However, because region of residence information is not

available in the Clinic Files, it is extracted from Fee-for-Service Claims

files and data may not correspond exactly due to data source differences.

• Population estimates: Alberta Health Care Insurance Plan Stakeholder

Registration File, Alberta Health and Wellness
Induced Abortions Trends and Effects

• The induced abortion rate (per 1,000 women between 15 and 49 years of

age) was 13.0 for 2000 (see Table A1). While there was a significant linear

increase in the induced abortion rate over the fifteen-year study period, the

rate peaked in 1996 and has declined slightly since then.

• The induced abortion rate (per 100 estimated pregnancies) was 20.1 in

2000 (see Table A1). This rate increased between 1986 and 2000 (see

Figure 4).

• Women between 18 and 24 years of age continue to have the highest

induced abortion rates of all age groups. See Table A7 for age-specific

induced abortion rates. Note that the age-specific rates for women over

44 are too unreliable to interpret, due to low numbers of induced abortions

in this age group.

• The age-specific induced abortion rate (per 1,000 women in each

age group) for women younger than 15 follows a quadratic trend over

the 15-year study period, with rates peaking between 1992 and 1995

and declining since.

• The rate for women aged 15 to 19 was 20.5 in 2000, which is the

lowest rate for this age group since private clinics opened in 1991.

• The induced abortion rate for 20 to 29 year olds has been relatively

stable over the last several years, while still showing an overall

increasing trend from 1986 to 2000.

• The rate for 30 to 44 year old women is increasing, in tandem with

increasing pregnancy rates for women in this age group.

• The age-specific induced abortion rate (per 100 estimated

pregnancies) has increased over time for all age groups of women

under 40; for women aged 40 to 44, there is no reliable trend. Women

under the age of 25 have the highest proportion (out of all of the age

groups) of pregnancies that end with induced abortion.

• In 2000, private clinics performed 43.4% of induced abortions, with the

remainder occurring in hospitals (see Table A8).

• Only 2.9% of induced abortions were performed outside of Edmonton or

Calgary in 2000 (see Table A9).

• 43.0% of induced abortions were performed in Edmonton and 54.1% in

Calgary (see Table A9).

• A large majority of induced abortions occur within the first 12 weeks of

pregnancy. In 2000, 88.1% of induced abortions occurred prior to 13 weeks

gestation, and 11.8% occurred between 13 and 20 weeks gestation.

• Women aged 15 to 24 are most likely to have induced abortions

between 9 and 12 weeks gestation, while women aged 25 to 44 are

most likely to have induced abortions at less than 9 weeks gestation

(see Table A10).

• In hospitals, the most common gestational age for induced abortions

was 9 to 12 weeks, with 49.8% of induced abortions in hospitals
occurring in this gestational age group. In clinics, the highest frequency

of induced abortions was 46.3%, occurring in the “less than 9 weeks”

gestational age category (see Table A11).

• Induced abortions and induced abortion rates by residence RHA appear in

Table A12.

• For 1998 to 2000 combined, induced abortion rates were higher than

the provincial average in RHAs 4 and 10, and lower than the provincial

average in all other RHAs, with the exception of RHA 3, where rates

did not differ from the provincial average.
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